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Article Summary
In his article “Humans are driving one million species to extinction,” Jeff Tollefson discusses the several ways in which humans are causing extinction of species. According to a report backed by Landmark United Nations, agriculture is termed as one of the biggest threats to the Earth’s ecosystem. According to the article, about a million animal and plant species face extinction due to human activities and if a drastic action is not taken, the number will only increase. According to Anne Larigauderie, the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) executive secretary, biodiversity should always be at the top of the global agenda when it comes to ecosystems (Tollefson, 2019). 

It is revealed from the article that about 75 percent of land and 66 percent of ocean have been altered by people with the aim of producing food. In addition, it is clear that due to agricultural activities, human emissions of greenhouse gases have increased. However, according to IPBES analysis, the agricultural threats to ecosystem will continually increase as the world’s populations continues to grow. Despite the agricultural threats on the ecosystem, IPBES anticipates a bigger threat to the nature by exploitation of plants and animals through activities such as hunting, logging, harvesting and fishing because they cause pollution and spreading of invasive species. Although scientists can have trivial objection concerning some estimates on extinction and other details, Stuart Pimm, an ecologist at Duke University in Durham says that the IPBES report does not pull any punches when describing how humans have altered the Earth’s ecosystems (Tollefson, 2019). 
However, as reported in the article, the world can reverse the biodiversity crisis through proactive environmental policies, sustainable food production and intensive effort to minimize greenhouse-gas emissions. In addition, there should be practical solutions for governments, communities and businesses to ensure effectiveness of biodiversity. Nevertheless, despite the various shortcomings highlighted in the article, the IPBES report is significant in helping to set the agenda when governments negotiate new goals for conserving the ecosystem. A change can only be seen when all sectors of the society purpose to implement the suggested changes (Tollefson, 2019). 
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